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Grand Knight Message from Phil Campbell:  
 

Hello Brother Knights, 
 

Thank you to the Knights who were able to help at Holy Thursday Mass with the foot washing: Clancy Meger, Jim Selly, Jim O’Connell, 
Brent Christian, Milan Weber, Al Hertaus(Kerrie), Pat Traxler, Phil Campbell, Nathan Traxler, John Goetzinger, and Mike Boettcher.  
 

Thank you to the Knights who helped with the ditch clean up on April 19th: Mike Macho, Allen Macho, Earle Traxler, Clancy Meger, Jim 
O’Connell, and Phil Campbell. 
 

Thank you to the Knights who helped with the pancake breakfast: Clancy Meger, Phil Campbell, Jerry Cooney, Jim O’Connell, Earle 
Traxler, Dennis Lusk, John Goetzinger, Bob Rivers, Don Hayden, Jack VonBank, Don Callisto, and John Bartusek. 
 

At our officers meeting we discussed the need for a Grand Knight for next year and anyone else who would be interested in becoming 
an officer.  Please contact us if you are interested. 
 

Thank you to those Knights who continue to be active with our council, in the church, and in the community. 
 

We would like to encourage talking to the men in our church community to see if they’d like to become members.  It’s easier than ever, 
they can sign-up online by going to this url: https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html 
 

Your Grand Knight, 
Phil Campbell 
 
 

Calendar of Events: 
 

In addition to the events listed below, there is an officer meeting the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 
 

May 5th, 2022 

     Last Council meeting until fall.  At St. Mary’s 7pm 
  

Watch the church bulletin for other event times and dates.      

 
 

Websites for KC Information for all Brothers: 
See what other councils are doing, read stories, and access past and current state newsletters by visiting: 
 www.kofc.org for national information and mnknights.org for state information 
 
 
 
Dear Knights, 
 

What does it mean to be a Man?  Our culture has changed so rapidly, and Manliness is not something reflected upon very much or 
even lauded as a good to be sought.  It has been degraded certainly in the culture and called toxic in some instances. Indeed some 
displays of men are poisonous, but I think you have to argue about specifics.  What is harmful? What are holy manliness and 
masculinity?  We are created to be Men, “male and female he created them,” and ‘good’.  So what are manly traits?  I cannot go into 
everything but here’s some reflections: 
 

We call God Father the Son primarily because of revelation, but I think there are good reasons.  First of all, God has no sex as pure 
spirit without limit as the unmoved mover.  God is above all attributes transcendent or apart from his creation, and masculinity has that 
connotation of being apart or somewhat distant. Indeed, God is imminent or close to us, but he is in no way part of his creation.   Often 
pagan religions have feminine gods who are acted upon by another to create, much like human reproduction, but God is a pure creator 
apart from creation.  So God in our Judeo-Christian heritage transcends these categories, but we speculate on God’s reasons for 
revealing why he is Father or Son.  So the name Father teaches us a bit of what it means to be God.  Children immediately cling to their 
mother closely and later grow closer to their father.  The distance can be one aspect that can be an excellent good if balanced.  After 
all, young people need to stand on their own two feet, make their own decisions, and grow strong in their own right.  Too much 
closeness and they are dependent and weak to the world’s struggles.  Adversity builds strength.   In the parable ‘the prodigal son,’ the 
Father lets his son go and make his own mistakes.  Arguably, Adam abdicated his role as defender of his wife by letting the serpent 
tempt his wife.  He was passive through the affair and let it happen even along with the sin itself.  God acts; Jesus acts.  Jesus goes 
manly to the cross with loving obedience to the Father for our sake.  He takes on the devil’s threats and dies for the love of his bride, 
the Church.  Love must be balanced with Truth, and we can take this on by defending the truths of the faith, just as it is unloving for us 
to give alcohol to alcoholics despite their wanting it.  Kids need to learn discipline from their fathers so they don’t get caught up in this 
culture, which is caught in the devil’s lies.  I love the axiom, “You think wrong, you go wrong.”  In today’s confusion, men are men, and I 
think it’s the lack of fatherhood, solid and loving marriages, and propaganda producing so many confused children.   
 

St. Paul calls the man to lead.  He is to lead his family, especially in the faith.  Statistically show that it is the Father who has the most 
influence on his child, the Father’s practice of the faith.  This is especially true of his sons who seem to stay in the faith through his 
example.  I could go on, but truly manly Men are so needed right now.  I know I didn’t touch on all aspects of manliness but I think the 
virtuous man is truly manly.  Jesus is the manliest man there was/is will ever be! 
 

The long and the short of it all is that we need manly Men who love like Jesus Christ and stand up for the Truth!  The devil will have had 
a heyday (like in Adam’s day) because we, myself included, have not stood up against the current trends.  As Jesus said, “Take 
courage I have already conquered the world! 
 

In Christ, 
Fr. Michael 

 
 
 
 

A copy of this Newsletter, the KC 5-Call-5 list, and other information about our Council can be found on the parish website: 
www.stmarysthenry.org  
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